TNFF 2012 Film Description:

Identity  - Canada, Documentary, 2010, 14 min, Nepali and Tagalog w/ English subtitles. Directors/Producers: Lakshya Dhungana & Paula Mateo 

This introspective short documentary delves into the diasporic voices of migration and identity amongst Toronto’s Nepali and Filipino community.

Lakshya Dhungana is from Nepal and is a third year student of the International Development Studies in University of Toronto, Scarborough. Paula Mateo from Philippines, studies Graphic Design at RCC Academy of Design. Identity is their first film.

Previous Screening and Awards
· YMCA Voices Film Festival, 2011

Buwega Maanatuna (The Spinner of Flights) – Nepal, Documentary, 2011, 22:20 min, Newari and Nepali w/English subtitles. Director/Producer: Loonibha Tuladhar (Co-presentation w/ Indigenous Film Archive)

This beautiful film centres on the life of Meera Sthapit, who is a spindle-maker and has produced thousands of spindles that launch colourful kites into the Kathmandu sky every autumn. The film is in Newari language spoken by Newars who are indigenous to Kathmandu valley. In the face of Nepal’s rapidly changing cultural landscape, Meera’s moored life is about to soar into the sky and freely fly like a kite.

Loonibha Tuladhar is currently pursuing her MA in Rural Development and believes that theatre can bring change in society. She has been working on BBC radio dramas since 2010, while also teaching theatre and taking street plays to different parts of the country. Her first film was Samali, the Escort.

Previous Screening and Awards
· Special Mention, Nepal International Indigenous Film Festival, Kathmandu, 2011
· ImagineNATIVE Film Festival, Toronto, Canada, 2011


Khusi Bhaneko (A Thing Called Happiness) - Nepal, Short, 2011, 7:23 min, Nepali w/ English subtitles. Director/Producer: Anya Vaverko (Co-presentation w/ Docskool)

This film is a collection of thoughts on happiness from the people living in different places in Nepal. It is a simple look into contemporary Nepal and the people who live in it, yet its theme is universal.
  
Anya Vaverko was born in Ukraine, grew up in New York and has been connected with Nepal since 2003. She studied photojournalism at University of Texas in Austin, and has been living in Nepal since 2009, where she is the co-founder of Sattya Media Arts Collective. This is her second short film.
  
Previous Screening and Awards
· Local@Sattya, Sattya Media Arts Collective, Kathmandu, 2011
-     Local Shorts Screening Series, Times Square Mall, Kathmandu, 2011

Journey to Yarsa - Nepal, Documentary, 2011, 55 min, Nepali w/ English subtitles. Director: Dipendra Bhandari. Producer: Adventure Nepal Production, Disu Bhandari (Manadhar) (Co-presentation w/ Planet in Focus).

Thousands of families in Rukum District (western Nepal) leave their villages and flock the high altitude meadows in the Himalayas every summer in search of Yarsa Gumba (cordyceps). Due to the high demands of cordyceps in the Chinese market in recent years, the over-harvesting is likely to affect the region’s ecosystem. Stunningly shot, the documentary unravels stories of everyday hardships, struggles, and failures while paying tribute to human resilience, hope and conviction amidst harsh geography and climatic conditions.

Previous Screening and Awards
· Best Debut Film Award, Film South Asia 2011, Kathmandu, Nepal 
· Audience Choice Award, Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival 2011, Nepal


Hanuman Airlines - USA, Documentary, 2011, 29 min, Nepali w/ English subtitles. Director: Pevec Hamilton. Producers: David Aruffat and Kimberly Phinney.

This documentary follows Babu and Lakpa, two crazy but affable thrill seekers as they set out to make their first debut flight of Hanuman Airlines from top of the Mount Everest on a Paraglider. This is a film about faith, determination and living dreams. It is a story about flying Sherpas.

American filmmaker Hamilton Pevec has spent the last 10 years traveling the world, producing documentaries, developing film curriculum, teaching hands on production techniques and training locals. In 2009 he spent a year in India producing documentaries for the Dalai Lama's Archive and teaching the Buddhist monks and nuns filmmaking. He has also worked in South Korea as an art director for the Korean feature Lagoon and as a co-producer for the feature film Further Beyond.  In the same year in New Zealand, he produced and shot a five-part documentary series about an international spiritual organization called The Burning Question.

Previous Screening and Awards
· Coupe Icare – St. Hilary Film Festival, France, 2011
· Paragliding Film Festival, Budapest, 2011
· BANFF Mountain Film Festival & Tour, Banff, Canada, 2011/2012
· Vancouver Mountain Film Festival, Vancouver, Canada, 2012
· Nor Cal Free Flight Film Festival, San Francisco, USA, 2011

Saving Dolma – Nepal, Documentary, 62 min, Nepali w/ English subtitles. Director/Producer: Kesang Tseten. (Co-presentation w/ HotDocs and Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival).

This is the second documentary of prolific Kesang Tseten’s trio of films about Nepali migrant workers in the Arabian Gulf. The film follows the case of Dolma, a Nepali woman sentenced to death in Kuwait for supposed killing of a fellow domestic worker.  In Kuwait, foreign domestic workers are vulnerable for abuse, as labour laws do not cover domestic workspace. The film points to the condition of housemaids, and restrains from easy sentiment and resolution.

Kesang Tseten is an acclaimed Tibetan Nepali filmmaker based in Kathmandu. His other two films on Nepali migrant workers in the Arabian Gulf are In Search of the Riyal and The Desert Eats US. The former was screened at Busan International Film Festival, Leipzig International Documentary and Animation Festival and winner of Audience Choice Award at 2nd Toronto Nepali Film Festival. The latter was premiered in Leipzig. His other directing credits include Hami Kunako Manche (We Corner People) that won the Best Nepali Documentary at Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival in 2006. Machhendranath: On the Road with the Red God won the Grand Prize at the Kendal Mountain Film Festival, UK, 2006. He has also written the scripts for the Nepali features Mukondo and Karma.

Previous Screening and Awards
· Recipient of the Jan Vrijman Fund, premiered in International Film Festival of Amsterdam, 2010
· Audience Choice Award, Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival, 2010

Ma Khusi Chu (I am Happy) – Nepal, Fiction, 2011, 27 min, Nepali w/ English subtitles. Producer: Abinash Bikram Shah. Producer: Anup Poudel. (Co-presentation w/ South Asian Visual Arts Centre & Sattya Media Arts)

This thoughtful and innovative film is about two idiosyncratic urban characters; Vashna, who lives to make others happy, and Aakash, an aimless wanderer who chooses to live happily in the moment. The film is about their meeting, and beautiful and fleeting moments that lead to it.

Abhinash Bikram Shah lives and works in Kathmandu as an independent filmmaker. He is the alumnus of Berlinale Talent Campus in Germany, and Asian Film Academy in South Korea. His short Tie is..Perhaps.. won the best film award in Kalaghoda International Film Festival, India in 2010, Inter-university Short Film Festival, Bangladesh in 2010, and Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival in 2010. He has also written scripts for features Highway and Hamro Team. He has just finished another short Sarir under Lalteen Project.

Previous Screening and Awards
· Busan International Film Festival, South Korea, 2011
· World Film Festival of Bangkok, 2012
· Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival, Nepal, 2011
· Seattle South Asian International Film Festival, 2011

Team Nepal – Nepal, Documentary, 2005, 38 min, Nepali w/ English subtitles. Director: Girish Giri. Producer: Nepa-laya.

This is a lively film about a soccer team representing a youth club from Brigunj (town in western Nepal bordering Bihar, India) that travels to Bihar in India to play a tournament. Diarisitic and spontaneous in nature, the film cherishes myriad moments of laughter and camaraderie. Wins and losses are part of the story, both on the soccer field and in life.

Girsih Giri is a journalist and a documentary filmmaker. He is the Bureau Chief of Nagarik, one of the largest Nepali daily newspapers. He writes about cinema, music, visual arts, culture and travel. He has worked for several International TV channels including National Geographic as a Filed Producer.

Previous Screenings and Awards
· Film South Asia, Kathmandu, Nepal, 2005
· Winner of Mention Award, Sports Movie and TV-23 International Festival, Italy, 2005
-     Travelling Film South Asia, 2006

Buried in Tears – Nepal, Documentary, 2011, 40 min, Korean and Nepali w/ English subtitles. Director: Ashok Thapa. Producer: Ahsok Thapa and Park Su-hyun.

This innovative and passionate documentary follows a rock band called Stop Crackdown in South Korea. The five-members band consists of migrant workers from Nepal, Burma, Indonesia and Korea as they play their heart out against the inhumane crackdowns of migrant workers. Amidst the extraordinary visuals of street protests, baton brandishing helmeted police, despair and survival; this groundbreaking film brings forth the untold realities of inhuman immigration policies of the thirteenth largest economy, South Korea.

Ashok Thapa lived in South Korea for nine years working in a migrant workers’ Television station. He is the Director of M-media Private Limited and online video journalist of www.nepalkorea.com. Buried in Tears is his first film and started working on it since 2007. Currently he is working on another documentary on Nepathya, one of the most popular rock bands in Nepal. 

Previous Screening and Awards
· Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival, 2011
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