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Announcing the Toronto Nepali Film Festival

Toronto, ON: The First Toronto Nepali Film Festival (TNFF) is proud to announce a programme of ten extraordinary films from around the world that highlight the untold cultural, personal and historic narratives of Nepal. The festival will be a true multi-cultural treat for the film lovers in Toronto. The festival selection will screen at Innis Town Hall, University of Toronto, 2 Sussex Ave (at St. George Street) on Saturday, February 13 between 12 noon and 10pm. Directors in attendance will introduce screenings and participate in audience discussions.
Still immersed in age-old customs and traditions, Nepal is currently experiencing rapid changes catalyzed by the movements for democracy of the last two decades and the bloody ten-year long Maoist insurgency. At this pivotal moment in a complex history, the peoples of Nepal are struggling towards a stable and peaceful society. By showcasing this timely programme, TNFF intends to create an intercultural dialogue by brining diverse audience under one roof.

The Festival programme of fiction, documentary and animation films includes Nabarasiyeko Jhari (A Silent Monsoon) that unveils a disturbing tradition of sex trade work that is passed on from generation to generation in the name of the caste system. A Stove, a Blouse and a Gun seeks to understand why so many Nepali women chose to take up arms and join the Maoist People’s War. Through its delicate black and white imagery, Malaamee (Funeral) foregrounds the consequences of the exodus of adult males from villages in search of work. The colourful short animations of Small Step and Sacrifice advocate cleaner environment and animal rights respectively, while Daughters of Everest depicts the dramatic and inspiring story of the first all-Sherpa Women expedition to climb Mt. Everest. We Corner People profiles the complicated village politics of a predominantly Buddhist community rapidly converting to Christianity. In Bhedako Oon Jasto (In Search of a Song), two members of well-know rock band Nepathya trek through the rugged Himalayas to find the roots of a folk song. Return to Nepal finds Bruce Cockburn learning a beautiful song about peace originally sang by the famed Buddhist nun Ani Choying Dolma. The Festival closes with the powerful and passionate The Sari Soldiers that delves into the extraordinary journey of six Nepali women on opposing sides of the ongoing conflict and the democratic revolution reshaping the future of their country.

With its inspirational narratives, the film festival will be one of a kind. Please visit www.tnff.ca for more details.
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